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SEDIMENT INDICATORS FOR CROPLAND, HAYLAND OR PASTURE
VERMONT MODIFIED FIELD SHEET 1B: WATER QUALITY INDICATORS GUIDE1
Evaluator  ___________________________  County __________________ Date___________  Farm Name________________________________
Field(s) Evaluated  ___________________________  Farm and Tract No.________________________________  Total Score/Rank ____________
Rating Item
:
Excellent
  :
    Good
    :
     Fair
      :
        Poor
         : 
(Circle one number among the four choices in each row which BEST describes the conditions of the field or

area being evaluated.  If a condition has characteristics of two categories, you can “split” a score.)

1. Erosion
:--Not significant
  :--Some erosion evident
    :--Moderate erosion
      :--Heavy erosion
         :

    Potential
:--Less than T (tolerance); little
  :--About T; some sheet, rill,        :--T to 2T
      :--More than 2T.                             :

:   sheet, rill, or ephemeral erosion
  :   or ephemeral erosion
    :--Gullies or ephemerals from     :--Many gullies or ephemeral and:


:--No gullies.
  :--Very few gullies
    :   heavy storm events 
      :   presence of critical erosion      :


:
  :
    :   obvious
      :   areas                                         :

:--Other:
  :--Other:
    :--Other:
      :--Other:                                        :

:
  :
    :
      :



      :


:
10
  :
7
    : 
3
      :
0
                     : 
2. Runoff
:  Low:
  :    Moderate:
    :  Considerable:
      :  High:


      :
    Potential
:--Flat terrain (0 - 2% slope)
  :--Gently sloping (2 - 5% slope):--Moderately sloping
      :--Steep terrain  (greater than 10%):

:--Runoff curve number (RCN)
  :--RCN 71 – 80
    :    (6 - 10% slope)
      :--RCN greater than 90
      :

:   61-70 
  :--Soil Hydrologic Group B
    :--RCN 81 – 90.
      : --Soil Hydrologic Group D
      :

:--Soil Hydrologic Group A
  :
    :--Soil Hydrologic Group C
      :



      :

:--Other:
  :--Other:   
    : --Other:  
      :--Other:   


      :

:
  :
    :
      :



      :

:
10
  :
8
    :
4
      :
0

      :
3. Filtering effect
:--Intervening vegetation between
  :--Intervening vegetation 
    :--Intervening vegetation 
      :--Cropping from less than  
      :
   or sedimentation
:   cropland & water course greater
  :   between cropland & water-
    :   between cropland & water-     :   10 ft. from waters edge or 
      :
   potential of a
:   than 50 ft.
  :   course 25 – 50 ft.
    :   course 10 - 25 ft.
      :    top of bank
   vegetated buffer
:--Type of intervening vegetation
  :--Type of intervening vege-
    :--Type of intervening vege-
      :--Type of intervening 
      :
   or water/ sedi-
:   ungrazed woodland, or per-
  :   tation grazed woodland, 
    :   tation high residue cropland    :   vegetation low residue
      :
   ment collecting
:   manent hayland or other natural
  :   mostly hay rotation, or 
    :   or heavily used pasture
      :   cropland or bare soil  
      :    
:   vegetation
  :   lightly grazed pasture
    :--Water & sediment control
      :--No water & sediment control    :

:--Water & sediment control basins   :--Water & sediment control
    :   basins poorly installed & 
      :   basins


      :

:   properly installed & maintained
  :   basins properly installed, 
    :   poorly maintained
      :



      :

:
  :   but poorly maintained
    :
      :



      :

:--Other:                   
  :--Other:               
    :--Other:
      :--Other:

      :

:
  :
    :
      :
          :


                                    8
  :                             6                
    :                             4
      :                           2                        :
4. Resource 
  :--Excellent management
    :--Good management
      :--Fair Management.
        :--Poor management.
          :
    management
  :--RMS’s always used as
    :--Most (80%) of the needed
      :--About 50% of the needed        :--Few, if any, needed
          :  
    systems
  :   needed
    :   practices installed
      :   practices installed
        :   practices installed
          :  
  (RMS’s) on  all
  :--Practices needed for RMS
    :
      :--Cropping confined to 
        :--Cropping and/or pasture 
       :                land evaluated
  :   implemented
    :
      :   proper land class                     :   in appropriate areas
          : 
   (average value for
  :--Other:
    :--Other:
      :--Other:
        :--Other:
          :
                     all agricultural
  :
    :
      :
        :
          :
    areas considered)
  :
    :
      :
        :
          :

  :
9
    :
7
      :
3
        :
0
          :
5. Visual observation :--No visual evidence of sediment    :--Small amounts of sediment      :--Moderate amounts of 
        :--Large sediment deposits
       :

of sediment and
  :   at edge of field or off end of field :   visible at edge of field or off   :  sediment visible at edge of       :  visible at edge of field or off    :

sedimentation
  :--Field strongly concave in shape    :   end of field

      :  or off end of field
        :  end of field
           :

potential
  :   and/or with widespread                 :--Field slightly concave in
      :--Field with uniform slope         :--Field with convex slope and    :


  :  depressional areas where sediment:  shape and/or some areas
      :  with some areas where
        :  no areas for sediment 
           :


  :  can deposit

   :  where sediment can deposit      :  sediment can deposit
        :  deposition
           :


  :--Other:

   :--Other:

      :--Other:

        :--Other:

           :


  :

   :

      :

        :

           :

  :
9
   :
6
      :
4
        :
0
           :
1. Add the circled Rating Item scores to get a total for the field sheet.

2. Check the ranking for this site based on the total field score.  Check “excellent” if the score totals at least 40.  Check “good” if the score falls between 26 and   39, etc.  Record your total score and rank (excellent, good, etc.) in the upper right-hand corner of the field sheet.
RANKING
     EXCELLENT (40-46) [            ]              GOOD (26-39)  [            ]           FAIR (10-25)  [              ]           POOR (9 or less)   [           ]

1 – Water Quality Indicators Guide: Surface Waters. 1989. USDA Soil Conservation Service. SCS-TP-161.  pgs 14 -15. 
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